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and strong will. capable of taking an active part in carrying
on and guiding the activities of nature and of co-operating
in the general scheme of evolution. Further study, carried
on by the unfolding of the inner qualities and endorsed by
ancient writings, shows us that this world is not alone, but
forms one of a series, that it has been aided in the evolution
of its humanity by men of elder growth, and is to yield men
of its own growing for the aiding of younger worlds in ages
yet unborn.  Moreover, it shows also a vast hierarchy of
superhuman beings, directing and guiding evolution, and as
the centre of the universe the threefold Logos, Ruler and
Lord of His system ; and it tells that the fruitage of a system
is not only a great hierarchy of mighty Intelligences, with
ranks of ever-lessening splendour stretching below them, but
also this supreme perfection of a Logos as the crown of
all. And it unveils vista after vista of increasing splendour,
universes where each system is but as a world, and so on
and on, in ever-widening range of illimitable glorious fullness
of life unending. And then the question rises; " By what
means shall be evolved these mighty Ones, who climb from
the dust to the stars, and from those stars that are the dust
of vaster systems to the stars that are to them as our mire
to our sun ? "

Thus studied, imagination fails to find a path by which
these self-poised, self-determined Beings can reach that per-
fect equilibrium and steadfast inerrancy of wisdom that fits
them to be the (< nature " of a system, save just that path
of struggle and of experience along which we strive to-
day. For could there be an extra-kosmic God. with nature
other than that of the Self we see unfolding around us in